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lutside Switzerland, although it referred specifically to the
>light of the Germans in the Volga basin and to the need for
lelp there. To-day, when Stalin's collectivization has caused
he death of millions of innocent persons, I have a right to ask
vhether these terrible losses of human lives in the very midst
)f Europe might not have been avoided if inquiry had been
nade into the actual food position in Russia, as suggested by
:ne, and joint action by the various relief organizations on the
basis of the International Red Cross had followed.
The catastrophe arrived soon after, not as the result of an
act of God, but simply in consequence of the agricultural
experiment. On June 26,1933, the Vienna Reichspost published
a letter from me containing a full account of the position,
together with suggestions for putting an end to the ravages
of the famine. For years I had been Secretary General of the
European Nationalities Congress, and as such enjoyed the
confidence of the minorities of the national groups living in the
various states. Many of the nationalities affiliated to the Congress
have kinsmen living within the Soviet Union, and I thus
obtained authoritative information about conditions in the
Russian agricultural districts, which formed the basis of a
memorandum published in the Reichspost and elsewhere.
However, the statements contained in the memorandum were
denied by the Soviet Minister in Vienna within a few hours of
their appearance, as well as by others of Moscow's spokesmen
and friends at a later stage. Thus suggestions for putting an end
to the famine were before the public as early as the summer of
1933, when innumerable persons might have been saved by the
help of surplus grain rotting in the granaries of European and
other exporting countries—a fact which it would be impossible
to deny to-day.
On the initiative of Cardinal Archbishop Theodore Innitzer,
the "Interconfessional and International Relief Committee
for the Russian Famine Areas'* was formed soon afterwards in
Vienna. Under the leadership of His Eminence it proved possible

